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By Ann Riggs, Youth Leader
Do you ever feel God is really
trying to drive a point home? During
this past month, He has used multiple
avenues to remind me He has already
fought and won the battle against the
evil one. All in the same week…a daily
devotion, the Bible App verse of the
day and the Sunday night student
youth ministry lesson focused on
Ephesians 6:12, “For the struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers of the dark
world and against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms.” Sometimes we feel we are battling those
around us, but as the scriptures remind us, we are actually battling against
Satan. He may be attempting to work through others to bring us down.
Jamie delivered a great
lesson focusing on this very
theme. Students were asked to
write down the name of a
person they strongly dislike and
consider an enemy. They folded
the papers, held them in their
hands and prayed over them. It
was a blessing to the release the
burden to the One who is never against us, but who is always for us!
Please pray for our
students as they strive to resist
the schemes of the evil one.
Pray for us as we begin to prepare to minister to the congregation in an
upcoming December worship service. Lastly, pray for our team as we
participate in a “Deep Impact Red Springs Missions Weekend”, November 6th8th. We can’t wait to see what God has planned for us!

In His Grip,
Ann Riggs

“In addition to all this, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which
is the word of God. “
Ephesians 6: 16-17
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God Will Provide

Gen. 22:8

November 2020
“And Abraham said, My Son, God will provide
Himself a lamb…”

By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor
Back in the 1950’s, Jim Elliot and his
wife Elizabeth served as missionaries to the
natives of Ecuador. If you know anything
about his life, you will remember he was
killed by a group of Quechua Indians on the
mission field. Before he was martyred in
Ecuador he wrote, “One does not surrender a
life in an instant. That which is life-long can
only be surrendered in a lifetime.” He went
on to write, “he is no fool who gives what he
cannot keep to gain that which he cannot
lose.”
There is one story in the record of
Abraham’s life that towers above all the rest.
It is the story of Abraham offering his son,
Isaac, on Mount Moriah. One of the greatest
fears in life is the fear of losing a child. We
expect to lose our parents at some point, not
that it is easy, but it does seem to follow the
expected course of nature. We assume that
our children will out live us, the parents. The
loss of a child hits us with greater force than
perhaps any other loss. Because of this, God’s
command for Abraham to sacrifice his son,
Isaac, is one of the most moving stories in the
Bible. It seems inconceivable that God would
command Abraham to sacrifice his own son!
It seems contrary to God’s loving nature. It
seems like an unreasonable and illogical
demand, one that is opposed to the character
of God.
Several years had passed since God

first made the promise
that Abraham and Sarah
would have a child.
Abraham was 100 years
old and Sarah was into
her 90’s, but God kept
his promise and gave
them a son who would
father a nation. Isaac,
whose name means
“laughter” filled their
home with joy and celebration. This old
couple rejoiced as this infant came into their
family and fulfilled the long-awaited promises
of God. They celebrated the faithfulness of
God as they witnessed young Isaac reach the
milestones of adolescence. Abraham no
doubt looked upon this young boy and
praised God for his faithfulness. Soon,
Abraham is met with a crisis of belief as God
asks him to sacrifice Isaac. How
could God make such a request? How could
God miraculously work to bring a child into
Abraham and Sarah’s lives only to request
that child to be sacrificed?
With faith unmatched anywhere in
the Bible, Abraham answers God’s
request to sacrifice his son by saying, “God
will provide for Himself the lamb for the
burnt offering…” He knew that God could not
and would not be unfaithful. God had
repeatedly given His word that Isaac was the

son of the promise, so Abraham knew that if
God required him to kill Isaac, then God
would raise him from the dead. God wants to
bring each one of us to the place where we
surrender everything to Him and trust Him
totally with all that is precious to us. When
you’ve surrendered all to Him as Lord, then
you’ll obey Him, even when He asks you to do
that which is most difficult. You may be
thinking, “Why would anyone want to go that
far with the Lord? Isn’t it better just to play it
safe and give Him a little bit of my life,
instead of the whole thing?” Jesus said,
“Whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it;
but whoever loses his life for My sake shall
find it” (Matt. 16:25).
Just as Abraham prepared to
sacrifice his own son, God provided a ram as
a substitute. God always provides! The ram
provided by God represents Christ, who died
in our place. Isaac was spared death, but
Jesus actually died in our place. Just as Isaac
carried the wood for the sacrifice on his
shoulders, Jesus carried his cross to Mount
Calvary. Just as Isaac willingly submitted to
his father, Jesus willingly gave Himself in
obedience to the Father as in the garden of
Gethsemane he said, “if there is any other
way let this cup pass from me, but nevertheless not my will but your will be done.”
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In Genesis 22 we see what a man would do for the
love of God. But at Calvary we see what God would do for
the love of man. Abraham was only asked to sacrifice Isaac;
God actually sacrificed His only Son. Jesus endured physical
death and spiritual death to secure our salvation. When
God’s hand was raised at Calvary, there was no one to cry
out, “Stop. Do not harm the child.” There was no ram in the
thicket to offer in his place. So God’s hand fell in judgment
on His own Son, and Jesus died for you and me. God
provided a way, through His Son Jesus Christ, that all of the
world may be saved. Jim Elliott was right, “he is no fool
who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he
cannot lose.”
Blessings,
Pastor Darrell

God’s Workmanship
By Steve Fussell, Deacon Chairman

After a recent Sunday school lesson focusing on the
nd
2 chapter in the book of Ephesians, verse 10 sticks out in
my mind. It reads, “For we are God’s workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do”. I think most Christians would like to
have a clear knowledge of God’s will for their lives, but
sometimes it seems more cloudy than clear. This scripture
verse tells us first that we are God’s workmanship – He
created us just the way He intended. Each of us have
different abilities, strengths and gifts that He can use for His
glory. In fact, the scripture verse is clear that He has already
prepared good works for you and me to do. So how do we
know what these “good works” are? I have heard it said
that if you want to know what God wants you to do, look at
what He has placed in your hands. Some may be great
encouragers, others may have great compassion while
others can build or bake. I have come to realize that Gods
will for my life is a moving target. In other words, what He
wants me to do today may be very different from
yesterday. One thing is sure, God has good works for us to
do and He has equipped us each individually with exactly
what we need to accomplish those things. We are God’s
workmanship designed and created by the Master
Craftsman!
God’s peace,
Steve

Children’s Ministry
News
By Kelsey Mathis, Children’s Director

Remembering to be
Thankful
By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor

Page 3

NOVEMBER
Birthdays
1
2

Registration for Merriwood Christian Camp (MCC)
begins on October 31st, 2020. We are hopeful that we will
be able to attend this awesome camp in 2021! Day camp for
rising 1st through 4th graders will be June 28th - July 2nd,
2021. Junior week camp for rising 4th through 6th graders is
June 14th - 19th, 2021. This year, registration for these
camps will be done online. Please visit
www.campmerriwood.net for more information on these
camps and to register starting October 31st. Be sure to
register under our church’s name for the weeks listed
above. The registration fee/deposit is $75.00. If you feel
this will be an issue for your family, please let Kelsey
Mathis know. When the time comes, the church will do its
best to help cover the remaining camp costs for your
family. Registrations and deposits must be paid no later
than December 31st, 2020 in order for us to keep the spots
currently reserved for our church. If you have any questions
or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Kelsey
Mathis (kelseykmathis@gmail.com).

Thanksgiving. The designated time on our calendars where we stop and remember all the blessings God has sent our way...or at least that’s what it’s supposed
to be. More often than not, we get together with loved ones and eat enough food to
feed a small army. Then we pass out on the couch while watching some football. To
be clear, I don’t think any of that is bad. In fact, I look forward to these routines every
year. But I have to remind myself that if I enjoy the blessings of God without remembering to show my gratitude, then something has gone wrong in my heart.
One particular day in Jesus’s life, He was passing through the Samarian countryside when He came upon ten lepers. These were men who, because of their disease, were pushed to the fringes of society. They could not work, be around friends or
family and were relegated to begging for their daily needs. There was no hope for
their lot in life to change; and then then Jesus came.
They had undoubtedly heard about this traveling preacher who was able to do
incredible miracles. Hoping that He would take pity on them, they cried out, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!” Jesus, without a show or much fanfare, simply instructed
them to go show themselves to the priest to verify that they were healed. They could
plainly see that they had not been healed, but they followed Jesus’s instructions and
as they went they became whole again!
The amazing part of this story found in Luke 17 is not that Jesus healed them
or how He healed them, but rather it’s the fact that only one of the healed lepers ever
turn back to thank Jesus. When Jesus saw that all ten enjoyed their blessing, but only
one stopped to give thanks, He said to the thankful Samaritan, “Arise, go your way.
Your faith has made you well.”
Jesus had already healed him, so what’s the significance of Jesus’s words
here? Was Jesus simply stating the obvious of what had already occurred? I tend to
think that there was something more powerful that occurred in the heart of this person. I believe that Jesus is referring to a greater healing that occurred in this leper that
didn’t occur in the hearts of the other nine.
This holiday season, I hope you enjoy all the wonderful blessings God has sent
your way. But I also hope that in your enjoyment you don’t miss out on some of the
deeper and greater blessings that can only be reached through a heart that is turned
toward and focused on our amazing God!
God Bless & Happy Thanksgiving!
Pastor Jim

This year we are once again selling God’s Creation
Calendars for the upcoming 2021 year. This year the
calendars are $10.00. The money raised from calendar sales
this year will go toward Summer Camp costs for our kids. If
you wish to purchase a calendar(s), please email Kelsey
Mathis at kelseykmathis@gmail.com or call the church
office to set up a time to get your calendar(s). A limited
amount of calendars have been purchased this year, so be
sure to grab yours.
Blessings,
Kelsey

3
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Go to our website or Facebook page to
find info on how to fill up a digital OCC
shoebox! Our church goal is 300 boxes
by Nov. 23rd. Thanks for participating!
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Jodi Hamlin
Donnie Parsons
Amelia Chilton
Deidre Rogers
Madilyn Sexton
(Busby)
Kate Wilkins
Allison Wise
Matthew Burke
Patricia Parsons
Debbie Parsons
Annie Laurie Smith
Casey Surratt
Doug Arrington
Jason Doss
Terry Childress
Kali Hawks
Jeff Nixon
Chad Phipps
Blakely Chilton
Janet McPeak
Annette Emry
Robbie Roberts
Don Lynch
Mark Soots
Ginger Collins
Don Henderson
Beth Hamel
Tina Tate
Cassie Roberts
Donna Smrdel
Karen Wise
Ethan Edwards
(Snow)
Jackie Hamilton
Monty Vernon
Blaze Atkins
Jim Richland
Joyce Caudle
Sarah Chilton
Trey Handy
Jimmie Creed
Kim Holder
Frank Reynolds
Debi Kristensen
Teresa Montgomery
Lily O’Neal
Madalyn Joyce
Bradley Parsons
Donna Brannock
Pat Rosendahl
Madia Atkins
Jim Collins
Yvonne Nichols
John Spurlin
Isaac Phipps
Martin Weed
Mitzi Berrier
David O’Neal
Silas Oakes
Chandler Pharr

