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Student Ministry News
By Ann Riggs, Youth Leader

Herald

“We have different gifts according to the grace given to each of us...” Romans 12:6

God gives each of us gifts to build up His church. To effectively
utilize these gifts, first we must learn what our gifts are. Secondly, we
must realize that not everyone is gifted the same. Ultimately, we must use
our gifts to serve others.
Over the
past few weeks,
our student youth
ministries team
has been learning
about spiritual
gifts and how we
can use them to
further build God’s kingdom. Our group completed a “Spiritual Gift
Inventory” provided by Lifeway Christian Resources to aid in this
discovery process.
It is encouraging
for the team to
start identifying,
at an early age, what gifts they possess and begin dedicating them to the
work of Christ.
As you see in the photos, we have been having a great deal of fun!
We love seeing the
faithfulness of our
members, as well
as getting to know
new students. God
continues to bless
our group richly in a variety of settings. Each week, we meet twice to
study His word--during Wednesday night Zoom lessons and face-to-face
meetings on Sunday night. Although the settings may change --from the
church, to a
leader’s home, or
even the park--the
message and focus
stays the same.
Our active youth enjoy fellowshipping together by playing games, hearing
personal testimonies, and cooking out. Our sense of unity is amazing!
Please continue to pray for the entire team as we see Christ move!

In His Grip,
Ann Riggs
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Here We Grow!
By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor
A certain minister had two sons
who became attached to a stray dog that
wandered onto their farm. They saw an
advertisement in the local paper about a
lost dog that fit the description of their
newfound friend. The dog was black
except for a few white hairs at the end of
its tail. Not wishing to disappoint his
sons, the minister carefully pulled out
each of the white hairs. When the
rightful owner heard about the dog, he
went to the farm to take him home. It
was quickly obvious that the dog
recognized the man as its master. But
when the man wanted to leave with the
dog, the minister said, “Your ad said that
your dog had white hairs on his tail?”
Finding none, the man was forced to
leave without his dog. Some years later,
the minister wrote of the event saying, “I
kept the dog, but lost my boys.” Those
boys became notorious outlaws--Frank
and Jesse James.
Patterns of learning are
established very early in life. In his
human development, Jesus needed the
same attention any child would need to
grow into a healthy, well-adjusted adult.
Therefore, God allowed His son to be
born into the family of Joseph and Mary.
These young parents were given the
responsibility to lead Jesus into maturity.
Luke 4:22 is one of many scriptures that
tell us what kind of man Jesus became:
“All spoke well of him and were amazed
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“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature
and in favor with God and man.” Luke 2:52

At the gracious words that came from his
lips. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they
asked.” Jesus indeed was a gracious
man, and I am sure Joseph and Mary
were proud to be His parents.
Today’s parents, like Joseph and
Mary, are accountable to God for the
maturation of their children. According
to Luke 2:52, Jesus matured in four
distinct areas that provide a framework
for raising children. First, Jesus grew in
wisdom. Help your child grow in
wisdom by taking advantage of
educational opportunities, but do not
delegate the education of your child to
the school. The school and educators are
a resource to help you, but they need
your involvement to successfully educate
your child. Children have a greater
chance for success when parents are
actively involved with their education.
Teach your children to respect and honor
those in positions of authority: teachers,
administrators, police officers, etc. As
children learn to submit to earthly
authority, they are in reality submitting
to God’s authority. Rebellion to earthly
authority is ultimately rebellion toward
God.
Secondly, Jesus grew in stature.
The goal of a Christian parent is to enable
their children to grow physically healthy
by teaching them the importance of
proper diet and exercise, warning them
about the dangers of alcohol, drugs and

tobacco use, and reinforcing the truism
that their body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit and should be treated as such.
Thirdly, Jesus grew spiritually
(in favor with God). Take your children
to church and allow them to witness your
passion for worshipping God.
Consistently teach and model biblical
values. Help your children succeed by
teaching them to love God, trust His
word, and follow the example of Jesus
Christ. However, do not delegate the
spiritual training of your children to the
church, Sunday School, or student
ministry. The parent is responsible for
the spiritual development of their
children. The church is a resource to
help, but the church cannot do it alone.
Pray for and pray with your children
every day.
Fourthly, Jesus grew socially (in
favor with man). Among many of the
“gracious words” that Jesus spoke were
the words, “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.” Children will
learn compassion, empathy and patience
toward others as they witness it modeled
before them. Have fun with your family.
Take your children fishing, play ball, work
a puzzle. Put down the electronic devices
and have meaningful, unhurried
conversation with each other and
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develop your child’s social skills. The most valuable
asset a parent can give their children is time. Children
who spend greater amounts of time with their parents
demonstrate greater self-esteem and are less likely to
exhibit negative behavior. Be positive. Instead of
talking about what is wrong with the world, life, other
people, your job, etc., focus on and celebrate the
positive. Sure, life has its down moments and it’s okay
to visit that from time to time, just do not live there.
Enthusiasm and positive energy can revolutionize your
home.
Just as God entrusted Joseph and Mary with His
son, Jesus, He has entrusted you with heaven’s
treasure, your very own child. Ask God to help you
equip your child to grow in wisdom, in stature, and in
favor with God and man.
Blessings,
Pastor Darrell

HPBC to Host a Drive-Thru
Trunk-or-Treat!
By Kelsey Mathis, Children’s Director

This year, on October 28th, we will be hosting a
Drive-Thru Trunk-or-Treat event here at our church.
This event will be from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in our church
parking lot. All the trunks present to pass out candy will
be spaced out socially distant from each other. Each
participant will be required to wear gloves and a mask
while passing out candy. Families will be directed by
members of our security team to drive through our
parking lot and children will hand their bags out of the
car windows for our members to place candy into.
If you would like to decorate a trunk and help
pass out candy for this event, please let Kelsey Mathis
know, or plan to be at the church the night of October
28th by 6:00 pm to set up your trunk.
We would ask that anyone not participating in
this event to consider donating candy instead. Simply
place your candy donations in the boxes provided in the
foyer as you enter the Sanctuary.
Continued

Thank you all for your help as we try to remain
effective in our efforts to reach out to our community
and provide something fun for our families during this
strange and unusual time!
Blessings,
Kelsey Mathis

Your Fear Reveals
Your Focus
By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor
During the month of October it’s difficult to go
to a store or even drive through a neighborhood
without seeing dark and frightening images. However,
the truth is frightening things are not simply relegated
to one month a year. This broken, sinful world is filled
with opportunities to forget God and fall into a fearful
mindset. Fearful of a pandemic; fearful of the direction
our country is headed. The list could go on and on. But
this is nothing new.
In fact, king David, who was a man after God’s
own heart experienced the temptation to let fear
overshadow him. In Psalm 23 he wrote, “Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil; for you are with me; Your rod and Your
staff, they comfort me.” The Apostle Paul encouraged
fear-prone Timothy “For God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2
Tim. 1:7).
In both situations it was God and His presence in
our lives that is said to be the cure to our fears. This
doesn’t mean you won’t experience fearful emotions or
circumstances. David, Paul and Timothy all experienced
fear, but their focus on God allowed them to keep fear
from consuming their thoughts and their lives. You can’t
keep fear from visiting your heart or mind, but you can
keep it from gaining a permanent place in your life.
Take every fear to God and allow Him to replace it with
a peace that can only come from Him.
Walking by Faith,
Pastor Jim

World Changers,
Not World Conformers
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By David O’Neal, Deacon Chairman
1

Last month, I wrote a note about God using ordinary people to do extraordinary things to reveal His glory, sovereignty, and majesty. After early service on Sunday, Christ and I visited another church to listen to a friend sing at
her church. The pastor spoke from Hebrews 13 regarding living a separated life
as a Christian, realizing that our salvation comes as a result of Christ shedding
His precious blood for us as an atonement for our sins. It was a good message.
As the week progressed, I continued to be reminded of the importance of being
set apart as I listened to another sermon by Greg Laurie regarding being world
changers. He spoke from Hebrews 11 concerning ordinary people who demonstrated their faith with action. God looked beyond their inadequacies and saw
their potential. He used the illustration of our faith being like a muscle. It must
be used to strengthen.
In Hebrews 11:1 God tells us, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” This book goes on to tell us of so many
ordinary people who turned the world upside down through their faith in God.
As we look at our world today, we are being bombarded by the beliefs of the
world. People are promoting life styles clearly pointed out in the scriptures as
evil and not of God, as normal and socially acceptable. Our children and grandchildren are being exposed to things that are of the world and painted as being
an acceptable standard for living. Earlier in the week, I taped the Time Magazine
100 program, recognizing 100 of the world’s most influential people from leaders, artists, pioneers, etc. It was sad to see how few would make the list of servants for the cause of Christ. One set of parents made the list because they had
let their children be free spirits, one of whom was a transgender. How disgusting for this to be an action that receives praise and recognition in the world!
God teaches us to love one another, but He expects us to have faith and
to be set apart. In Romans 12:1-2, Paul tells us, “I beseech you therefore, brethren by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” I pray that
we will exercise our faith and trust in our Lord and Savior to stand up boldly
against the ways of the world and not let the world transform us! I pray that we
will endure and stand firm, realizing the prize that awaits us!
God’s blessings to you and your family,
David

Go to our website or Facebook page to
find info on how to fill up a digital OCC
shoebox! Our church goal is 300 boxes
by Nov. 23rd. Thanks for participating!
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Krista Cox
Rick Marion
Denise Montgomery
Ken Cox
Carson Hill
Deanna Henderson
Dianne Key Emlinger
Jan Whitaker
Cody Cook
Jaime Edwards
Annie Laurie Haunn
Glenn Boyd
Maria Irwin
Karen Pruitt
Declan Weddle
Donnie Wilson
Jessica Cooper
Asher Bowers
Mary Lynn Sawyers
Vicky Williams
Sherry Moore
Lakien Vernon
Frances Nichols
Essie Burroughs
Blake Shupe
Allen Creed
Haley Parsons
David Holder
Brenda Miller
Kristin Apple
Alexis Atkins
Sam Boles
Thomas Hill
Isaiah Puckett
Cindy Perry
Sandra Collins
Tinsley Burcham
Norma Hunter
Julie Parsons
Jane Utt
Audra Chilton
Mack Collins
Ann Cruise
Sally Galyean
Leannah Hudson
Tanner Joyce
Hazel Wilkins
John Pfotenhauer
Brian Tyndall
Greg O’Neal
Caiden Soots
Joshua Tate
Mae Minor
Daniel Tate

