HERALD
God Is For Us
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us who can be against us?” Romans 8:31

A recent CBS News article by Caitlin O’Kane cited twenty-one historians as to the most stressful year in American
history. The top slot was the year 1896 when the civil war was raging. Number two was 1929 with the crash of the stock
market that contributed to the great depression. The year 2020 with the global pandemic and civil unrest was listed as
number eight among the most stressful years in American history. As we stand at the beginning of a New Year, uncertain
of the challenges we may face, we stand with confidence that in every circumstance of life God is for us. A new year will
provide new opportunities to see that hand of God at work.
In Jewish culture, the New Year is called Rash Hashanah and celebrated on the first day of Tishri (falls between
September and October), which the Jews believe is the anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve. In Leviticus 23:24
the bible says, “…in the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall you have a Sabbath, a memorial of blowing
trumpets, a holy convocation.” In Jewish life the year is 5781, not 2021, because the Jewish people do not recognize the
significance of the birth of Christ. However, our calendar, called the Christian calendar or Gregorian calendar (named
after Pope Gregory XIII) places such an emphasis on the life of Christ that Jesus’ birth split the pages of human history.
Everything before him is B.C, which means Before Christ and everything after him is A.D, Anno Domini Latin for “In the
Year of Our Lord.”
In ancient Roman culture, saturated with a vast array of gods and demigods, the god Janus is said to be the god
of transitions and beginnings. He is pictured as having two faces, one looking forward into the future and the other
looking backward into the past. Over two decades before the birth of Christ, Roman Emperor Julius Caesar established
January (Janus) 1st as the beginning of the New Year. I find it interesting that Julius Caesar actually celebrated the first
New Year’s Day by attacking the Jewish people living in Galilee. Historians would later say that Jewish blood filled the
streets. Nonetheless, the Roman celebration of the New Year, marked by drinking, gross indulgence and often-time
human sacrifice, was a reflection of the chaotic world that existed before the Roman gods brought order to the world.
The world is filled with endless customs and traditions that celebrate the New Year. However, as Christians our
celebration is basically a confident testimony that just as God was faithful in the past year, He will remain faithful in the
years to come.
God has truly blessed our church over the years. As we look back on 2020 and the unique challenges it
presented, we can’t help but praise God for all that He has done. In the midst of a pandemic, God has continually
remained faithful. God allowed us to complete our beautiful Family Live Center and begin preparations for what He has
in store next. God continues to grow our wonderful fellowship. He regularly brings additional people into our
congregation with gifts to use for His glory. He meets with us each service and allows us to sense His powerful presence.
He answers prayer in phenomenal ways and showers us with His generous blessings. The Apostle Paul was absolutely
correct when he said, “If God be for us who can be against us?” God has been with us every step of the way. Later in
Romans 8, Paul declares that we are “more than conquerors through him that loved us.” That phrase in the Greek means
“to gain a surpassing victory.” Through the eighth most stressful year in American history, God has given us incredible
victories!
Jonathan Edwards, the great Puritan preacher and shaper of the First Great Awakening, who preached one of
the most famous sermons in history, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God once said, “Resolution One: I will live for God.
Resolution 2: if no one else does, I still will.” As we say goodbye to 2020 and hello to 2021, I invite you to demonstrate
the resolve of Jonathan Edwards to live for God even if no one else does.
Here at Highland Park, 2021 can be the best year in our history because GOD IS FOR US.
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Have a Blessed New Year,
Pastor Darrell
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20/20 Vision for 2021
By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor

We are entering a new year. For most of us, we
couldn’t be happier to see 2020 in the rearview mirror. After
an entire year of pandemic outbreaks, nationwide lockdown,
social distancing and economic hardships, we’re all ready for
things to begin returning to some form of normalcy.
But we don’t know what this year will bring. Will Covid
-19 go away with the vaccines that are now coming out? Will
the Biden administration be good for America or drive it
further in the wrong direction? There are so many questions
and uncertainty that can leave us uneasy or downright fearful.
But we have to remember; we’ve never be certain of
what tomorrow holds. More than that, we’ve never been
promised that things will be comfortable or easy for us,
especially if we seek to live godly lives in an ever increasingly
ungodly world. Instead, what we have been promised is that
God will be ever present with us and strengthen us to face
whatever challenges may come.
The apostle Paul wrote from a Roman prison cell these
words:
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God;
and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:6,7 (NKJV)
Paul knew better than most just how uncertain and
challenging life could be. Yet, he had learned that the greatest
comfort is found in prayer and thanksgiving to God. Whatever
is worrying or weighing on our hearts is an opportunity and
invitation to talk to our Heavenly Father. And regardless of
what circumstances we face, all who are saved have ample
excuses to be thankful and praise God.
When we remember these truths, then we will be able
to face an uncertain future with the peace of God that will
protect our hearts and our thoughts in Christ Jesus. As the old
hymn says, “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. Because
He lives, all fear is gone. Because I know He holds the future;
and life is worth the living just because He lives.”
May God richly bless you this New Year!
Pastor Jim
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By Steve Fussell, Deacon Chairman

A better question is - “What do you think about?”.
We are bombarded daily by the news on our phones,
television, newspaper and social media. Much of the news
directed towards us is bad, exaggerated and many times
untrustworthy. Have you ever watched a weather news
channel covering a major storm when the reporter was
standing in a puddle of water with his rain gear on and leaning
into a non-existent wind while in the background a young
couple leisurely walks by in shorts showing no signs of the
effect of bad weather. When our focus is directed on the
negative things around us we may develop a similar negative
attitude.
Norman Vincent Peale wrote a book in 1952 called
The Power of Positive Thinking. This book focused on having a
positive attitude about your current situation, goals, and life in
general. It was on the New York Best Seller’s list for 186 weeks
and sold over 5 million copies. The book is still widely read
today.
About 2000 years ago Paul wrote a letter to the
church at Philippi. Philippians chapter 4 verse 8 says “Finally
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think
about such things”.
We all have a choice what we fill our minds with. We
each have control of our own attitudes and whether it will be
positive or negative. As we enter into this new year of 2021
let’s take what Philippians 4:8 says to heart and apply it to our
daily lives.

The Highland Park Family Time Capsules sales will be
used to fund the building of the Highland Park Bell
Memorial. The cost of each capsule is $75.00. There
are 200 individual time capsules available for sale. All
excess money will be donated to the Highland Park
Building Fund. A future dedication ceremony will be
planned such that all time capsules will be entered
and sealed into the two main time capsules.
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Donations to the Bell Memorial may be made without the
purchase of a time capsule. Make checks payable to Highland
Park Baptist Church with a notation of “Bell Memorial.”

Happy New Year!
Steve
FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, WE WILL BE
ADDING AN ADDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS! FOR THOSE OF YOU
WHO HAVE REQUESTED A SERVICE WHERE
EVERYONE WEARS A MASK AT ALL TIMES
AND WHERE STRICT COVID PROTOCOLS ARE
OBSERVED, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US AT
9:45 AM IN OUR NEW FAMILY LIFE CENTER!
THE OTHER THREE SERVICES WILL BE HELD
IN THE SANCTUARY AT THEIR USUAL TIMES.
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The Bell Memorial is an Eagle Scout Project being
performed by Eagle Scout candidate NOLAN HAYNES,
Troop 595, Dogwood District, Old Hickory Council.
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