
Choose Peace Over Panic 

Herald 

Unlike the sudden and unexpected terrorist attack of September 
11th, the covid-19 crisis seemed to drift like a gathering storm cloud.  First 
reported in China on December 31st, 2019, the covid cloud drifted to the con-
tinental U.S. with the first reported case on January 20th.  A 35-year-old man 
presented to an urgent care clinic in Washington State with a cough and sub-
jective fever. On checking into the clinic, the patient put on a mask in the 
waiting room. After waiting approximately 20 minutes, he was taken into an 
examination room and underwent evaluation by a provider. He disclosed 
that he had returned to Washington State on January 15, after traveling to 
visit family in Wuhan, China.   

By March 12th, over 1,600 cases of covid-19 were reported in the 
United States prompting President Donald Trump to declare the coronavirus 
pandemic to be a national emergency. Suddenly, entire school systems 
throughout our country were closed for the remainder of the school year.  
Restaurants were closed, grocery stores were emptied and large gatherings 
of people, including places of worship, were prohibited.  A new concept 
called, “social distancing” was introduced and facemasks were distributed.   

Currently, over three million people throughout the world have been 
infected resulting in 218,000 deaths.  As plans increase to combat the spread 
of covid-19, anxiety and fear increase as well. Each passing day brings new 
challenges to our faith. Individuals worry about their health, their employ-
ment, their family, and their finances. Panic can characterize our lives in 
times like these.  However, God’s Word is clear that it is times like these that  
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 September 11th, 2001 I was sitting 
behind my desk in my study preparing for 
the Sunday morning sermon when my 
telephone rang.  On the other end of the 
line was my wife, Tina, who conveyed to 
me the terrorist attack on the World Trade 
Center.  On a beautiful September morning 
without a cloud in the sky, hijacked 
airplanes were deliberately flown into the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 
Instantaneously, our country was thrust 
into a state of war.  Disbelief at the 

personification of evil was surpassed only 
by the fear and uncertainty of what 
may follow.    
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“Be anxious for nothing but in 
everything by prayer and supplication let 
your requests be made to God, and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” 

                                  Philippians 4:6 
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(continued) 

empower us to experience the per-
fect peace of God.  It has been said, 
“The great wonder God performed 
in the crossing of the Red Sea is a 
landmark case which shows God's 
greatness and his power. We’re 
looking at a people who are stand-
ing on the brinks of a dilemma and 
yet on the shores of deliverance.”  

 Standing on the brinks of a 
dilemma is intimidating. Fear of the 
unknown and anxiety about the fu-
ture can create panic, but as we 
bring our requests to God in prayer 
we stand on the shores of deliver-
ance.  When we talk to God in pray-
er, His peace becomes the guardian 
of our hearts and minds.  It’s always 
better to pray than to panic. Panic 
has been defined as, “sudden un-
controllable fear often causing wild-
ly unthinking behavior.”  In other 
words, panic generates more panic.  
However, prayer moves us to a 
higher realm of thinking and ushers 
in the perfect peace of God that is 
beyond human explanation.   

Only God knows how long 
the effects of covid-19 will remain, 
but we are confident that God is 
good all the time and He will use 
these difficult days to make Himself 
known. Choose His peace and allow 
Him to fill your life with steadfast-
ness and faithfulness.  Keep praying 
for one another and use every op-
portunity to share the love, peace 
and grace of our wonderful, merci-
ful Savior.    
   Blessings, 

  Pastor Darrell    
 

A Covid19 Easter 
 
 
 

I love looking out my window  
watching the winter turn into beautiful spring!  

The winds have blown for weeks now  
                causing my chimes to ring.                 

It is now Easter weekend a much different one this year  
because of a spreading virus leaving us all in fear. 
No gathering in church we’re told we cannot go.  

Too much about catching and spreading  
Covid19--we still don’t really know. 

However, not to be disappointed we’ll meet up at the park.  
We must remain in our cars so germs we won’t impart.  

Side by side we’ll sit, tuned in to hear our Pastor say,  
we still can celebrate Easter--just in a different way! 

 I’m sure he’ll then remind us how Jesus 
came down here of His own free will.  

How He was our example of love  
before we hung Him on that hill.  

Jesus died upon the cross after much suffering and shame.  
All this He did in our place so we would hold no blame. 

Then after three days of lying in His tomb,  
Jesus walked out, scars on His hands 

                  the only evidence of His wounds.                     
Remaining awhile longer, He was seen by five hundred men or so.  

Then His Father called Him back to heaven, 
                             so through the clouds He’d go.                               

Soon Jesus will return on those clouds to raise us  
up there with Him, we’ll hear our Pastor say.  

But first you must believe in Him, I pray you do obey. 
I imagine our Pastor will assure us this virus  

has not caught God off guard--He’s still in control.  
However should He have your attention,  

a new seed you now might sow.  
Is your heart now tender, are you ready to retreat?  

               I pray you’ll go ahead now and lay down at Jesus feet.                  

A Poem By Karen Hall                     April 11, 2020 

 The past several weeks has been challenging for us all. Never in 
our lifetime have we seen such mass disruption and uncertainty. But I am 
greatly encouraged by the faith, love and perseverance of you all and 
other brothers and sisters in Christ in our community. I don’t know what 
will happen in the days ahead, or when things will begin to get back to 
some normalcy, but I am confident that we all will be able to weather this 
storm together in Christ Jesus.  

 

Continue Steadfastly  

By Jim Richland, Associate Pastor 
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Youth in Action 

By Ann Riggs, Youth Leader 

 The month of March started 
out with a great social time playing 
Bible Cranium – boys versus girls.  
Who won? You may wonder… Let’s 
just say the girls left with huge smiles on their  faces! 
 Exciting things are being experienced in Sunday school as students learn about God’s plan 
for their lives.  God’s plan can be unpredictable, awesome and full of adventure. In a lesson about 
Jericho, students learned to break through fears, troubles, and obstacles, 
quite literally, as Jamie and Joey lead them to write their fears on a wooden 
board and then chop through it karate style.  
 While we began the month of March with interactive learning and 
socializing in a large close-knit circle, we ended the month quite differently. 

Although forced to now meet digitally, the presence of the Holy Spirit remains. Thanks to “Zoom”, 
students continue to gather for Sunday school, Sunday night game times, Wednesday nights and daily 

for devotion time.   
 Game nights are quite an adventure! We have had many friendly, 
virtual competitions. Students, leaders and even parents have played Family 
Feud, Charades, Name that Tune, America Says…, and had a Scavenger Hunt.   
At 10:00 am and 10:00 pm daily, students or leaders share snippets of God’s 
word during “Devotions on a Dime”. God has equipped those not so 
comfortable with technology and public speaking to lead on his behalf. What a blessing to have 
20+ youth gathering, praying, learning and chatting virtually! 
 Continue to pray for our students, especially the seniors, as they adjust to time away from 
their schools, activities, sports, and friends.   
          In His Grip, 
          Ann Riggs  

“And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have  

been called according to his purpose.”                                               
Romans 8:28 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. [10] Be kindly affectionate to one 
another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; [11] not lagging in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; [12] rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in 
prayer; [13] distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. Romans 12:9-13 NKJV 

Continue Steadfastly   (continued) 

During this time, the Lord has continued to bring a verse of scripture to my mind that has been a great comfort and reminder 
of what my outlook should be during this trial. I would like to share it with you all in the hope that it might bless you as well: 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 Paul reminds Christians who were being persecuted by Jews and Romans to be patient and rejoice. Such a difficult 
command is only possible if our perspective is radically different than others. Our trials are not trials, but opportunities to 
show Christ how much we love and trust Him. The uncertainty in the world around us is a constant remind of our eternal 
home which is being prepared for us. With this perspective, we truly can rejoice in this hope. We can be patient during this 
tribulation; and we can continue steadfast in our prayers. 
 I love and miss you all. You all are in my prayers and I cannot wait to be with you all again. Until then, keep your eyes 
on Christ and your lives devoted to His work. 
           Your Brother in Christ, 
           Jim 
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 Greetings to our Church family! It is hard to believe that May is 
here. I miss being together with everyone. It is really difficult to be patient 
and not be anxious. I just completed a devotional entitled “Anxious for 
Nothing.” As Chris will attest, I am not a patient person. It is not one of my 
characteristics! As we listen to the media, it is difficult to ignore all of the 
negative information they send out. It appears that they enjoy creating 
anxiety in our lives. We must worry about the coronavirus, food shortages, 
and all of the economic crises to go along with the pandemic. The media 
thrives on creating chaos and uncertainty in the world. But what does the 
scripture tell us? If we reference Philippians 4: 6-7 NIV: “Do not be 
anxious for anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” So how do we accomplish this peace?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In Christ Jesus!! We can’t do it alone. We have access to God’s 
presence. This offers a peace that we can’t even begin to understand. As 
we think about the time when Paul wrote this, it is pretty clear that it was 
written while he was in custody. What a living demonstration Paul was to 
God’s words about anxiety! My prayer is that you will feel God’s peace 
during this time of uncertainty, realizing that it is not uncertain with God 
in control. I look forward to worshiping with you in person! In the 
meantime, enjoy the ministry of our staff as they continue to provide us 
with God’s messages through word and music. We are blessed with a 
great staff. As you know, our Deacon members are reaching out to check 
on you. Please let us know if anyone has a need. We are willing to help in 
any way. If an errand is needed or anything, please give us a call. My 
number is 336-469-7901.  
       God Bless, 
       David  

From our Deacons 

By David O’Neal, Deacon Chairman 
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