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Encountering God:  Disobedient Jonah 
 

When Moses encountered God at the burning bush, he was never the same.  He had to decide in 
the moment to run from God or run with God.  Perhaps he, like us, thought he had good reason to run 
from God.  The task at hand seemed overwhelming, inconvenient and problematic.  Thankfully, Moses 
decided to run with God.  Jonah, too, had to make a life changing decision in the moment, but unlike 
Moses, he decided to run from God.   

The call upon Jonah’s life was a call for obedience.  He was to travel to the city of Nineveh and 
preach against the wicked behavior of the Ninevites.  Just as God called Moses to go to Pharaoh, Noah 
to build the ark and Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, God called Jonah to preach against the godless city of 
Nineveh.  Fearing the potential for persecution, Jonah makes a decision to run from the will of God and 
live his life in disobedience.  Jonah is faced with the decision to be a worshipper or a fugitive.  Instead of 
going to Nineveh, he boards a ship heading in the opposite direction and becomes a fugitive on the run 
from God!   

Disobedience in the life of a believer always leads to trouble.  Jonah, though he was a believer, 
runs from God and finds himself in the middle of a violent storm.  Deep down in the bottom of the ship, 
in the middle of the sea, Jonah could not get away from God.  Hiding in the darkness of the ship’s hull, 
trying to escape the presence of the Lord, the fugitive is eventually discovered. The Psalmist said, “If I 
take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost part of the sea even there Your hand shall 
lead me and Your right and shall hold me.”  Jonah was discovered and thrown overboard.  Little did he 
realize that God had prepared a prison in the form of a great fish to house this fugitive.  The Bible says, 
“Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.” 
 Jonah ran from God, bucked against the will of God and lived in disobedience. Yet, when he 
called out to God in repentance, God heard his prayer. The scripture says, “So the Lord spoke to the fish 
and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.”  I find it interesting that the storm obeyed God and the fish obeyed 
God but Jonah disobeyed God!  As humans, we have a will that at times walks contrary to God’s will.  
However, even when we walk away from God and exercise our own selfish will against His perfect will, 
God never gives up on us!  When we realize we have made a “whale” of a mess of our life, we can turn 
to God in prayerful repentance and God is faithful to restore us.  The Bible says, “…to obey is better than 
sacrifice and to heed than the fat of rams.”  Jonah decided to stop running from God, and do as Moses 
did, and run with God. The result of Jonah’s God Encounter was a great revival in the city of Nineveh.  
Instead of running from God and experiencing the isolation of prison, decide today to run TO God and 
run WITH God and run FOR God and experience the abundant life promised to those who walk in His 
will.  
 
             Have a Blessed Day, 
          Pastor Darrell  
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(Excerpt from Brian Tyndall’s newsletter) 
  
 We finished the crusade in Buhongwa, Tanzania on Sunday evening.  During the crusade, 374 people 
publicly committed their lives to Jesus Christ.  Actually, there were more than that, but we do not register 
decisions of children under 13, and some of the youth and adults that came forward were afraid to register 
their decision.  Sometimes people are embarrassed because they cannot read or write, and won’t ask an usher 
to help them register their decision.  Others come from a Muslim background and are afraid to register their 
decision out of fear of family.  We know the Lord is keeping a perfect record of those who call on His name for 
salvation.  We are moving our equipment to the next crusade venue today, setting up Wednesday and starting 
crusade services again Thursday.  Your prayers for this ministry are needed and appreciated. 
 
 

COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments Now Available for Older Adults 
 
 The Surry County Health & Nutrition Center is currently giving COVID vaccinations to health care 
workers, long-term care staff & residents, and older adults ages 65 & up.  To make an appointment, please call 
the Health Department at 336-401-8400 or go online to www.surry.com. 

  

Part- or Full-Time Jobs Available at Christian City Sitters 
 
 If you are a Christian woman in need of a part-time or full-time job, Christian City Sitters, LLC, a new 
baby sitter referral service, is now hiring.  If interested, please call 336-830-0274 or visit their website at 
www.christiancitysitters.com.  See requirements for employment below: 
 

1. Love Jesus 
2. Love children 
3. Live a Christian lifestyle 
4. Be at least 18 years old 
5. Have at least one year of babysitting experience 
6. Have 2 professional babysitting references 
7. Have an active CPR certificate 
8. Have a clean background check - $39 non-refundable paid to Christian City Sitters 
9.  Have reliable transportation 
10.  Be physically able to do the job 

 

News From 
Uttermost Evangelism 
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 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”    
                                                                        Romans 8:38-39  
 
 Most of us have heard the phrase: “God is good, 
all the time. All the time, God is good.”  Although it is 
easy to say, it can be a difficult truth to remember. It is 
reassuring to know that no matter what we have done 
and no matter what may come, God is good and will 
never give up on us.  
 The best part about this gift of goodness is that it 
is feely given. When you feel you are unforgivable and 
unworthy, remember there is nothing that can separate 
us from His love and goodness. In every season, may we 
remember the good news: God is good, all the time. All 
the time, God is good! 
 Please continue to keep the Student Youth 
Ministries team in your prayers.  We are currently 
meeting virtually but hope to safely resume in-person 
gatherings very soon.  Especially remember our seniors 
who are making important decisions regarding their 
futures. We cannot wait to see what God has in store for 
their lives! Also, keep our team in your prayers as we 
plan our annual trip to Camp Caswell. We are all excited 
to return to such a special place! 
     In His Grip, 
     Ann Riggs  
 
 
 

By Steve Fussell, Deacon Chairman 
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FEBRUARY 

Birthdays 

 

1   Mackenzie Gillespie 
 Sam Moser 
2   Christy Handy 
 Nan Gray Holland 
 Anthony Terry 
3   Keith Easter 
 Julie Hill 
4   Abbigail Cox 
 Alice Wood 
5   Ady Bethune 
 Bridget Soots 
6 Jordan Lynch 
 Kathy Wieberg 
7 Shannon Hall  
 Isaac Oakes   
 Catlin Sumner 
8   Jerry Hardy 
9   Aaron Hawks 
 Carley Sumner 
11 Lewis Leek 
 Mandy Snider 
12  Faye Key 
13  Tarron Hiatt 
      Anita Vogler 
14  Danna Carpenter 
 Linda Hiatt (Billy) 
 Belinda Utt 
15 Cory Wilkins 
16 Juliet Atkins 
 Luke Surratt (Justin) 
17  Scarlet Hiatt 
 Gary Key 
18  Billy Hiatt 
      Frances Nixon 
 Hayden Tate 
19  Mike Osborne 
20 Gerry Scott 
 Dale Watson 
21  Madison Fregia 
 Leon Hiatt 
 Frances Holder 
22  Elaine Shelton 
 Judy Weddle 
23 Karen Pfotenhauer 
24 David Mathis 
25 Susan Bolen  
 Kenneth Branch 
26 Grant Wise 
27 Dalton Surratt 
 Betty Tate 
28  Mason Slate (Martin) 
29 Isaac Chilton 
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Donations to the Bell Memorial may be made without the 

purchase of a time capsule.  Make checks payable to Highland 

Park Baptist Church with a notation of “Bell Memorial.” 

The Bell Memorial is an Eagle Scout Project being performed 

by Eagle Scout candidate NOLAN HAYNES, Troop 595, 

Dogwood District, Old Hickory Council. 

 

Student Youth Ministries 

By Ann Riggs, Youth Leader 

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is found in 
the book of Mark, chapter 4, verses 35 – 41. This story 
begins with Jesus telling his disciples to get into the boat 
He is already sitting in. Then Jesus says, “let us go over to 
the other side”. As they were on their way a “furious 
squall came up and the waves broke over the boat”. 
Many of the disciples were seasoned fishermen, but the 
storm was so severe they panicked. Jesus was asleep on 
a cushion in the back of the boat. When the frightened 
disciples woke Jesus up, they asked Him if He did not 
care that they were going to all drown. Verse 39 says 
that Jesus stood up, rebuked the wind and waves and 
said “Quiet - Be Still” then all was calm. The disciples 
asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the 
waves obey Him”.  None of us could blame His disciples’ 
fearful reaction to the sudden storm or the awe and 
amazement of how the waves and wind died down after 
Jesus spoke.  
 As I look at this scripture account, a few things 
stand out to me. The disciples did just as Jesus asked 
them to do and set out across the sea, nevertheless it 
was not smooth sailing.  In fact, it was scary with the 
outcome unknown for a time.  But let’s not forget that 
Jesus was in the boat with them the entire time. The 
“boat” can be an analogy of our Christian life. There is no 
promise of smooth sailing and there will certainly be 
some storms along the way. The comforting thing is 
knowing Jesus is with us just as He was in the boat with 
the disciples. Another thing about the story that strikes 
me is that if they had not gone through this storm, they 
would not have seen the amazing power Jesus displayed. 
I wonder if this boating trip was planned to show the 
disciples a glimpse of His power and that they needed to 
trust Him. An exercise in faith, maybe.  The one thing I do 
know is Jesus promises to be with us always. He has 
given us the Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us along 
each step of the way in this life.  I imagine, even if we 
can’t hear it, during times when life is spinning out of 
control and He says “Quiet, Be still”. 
 
     God’s Peace 
     Steve  

 

Wind, Waves and Calm 

The Highland Park Family Time Capsules sales will be used to 
fund the building of the Highland Park Bell Memorial.  The cost of each 
capsule is $75.00.  There are 200 individual time capsules available for 
sale.  All excess money will be donated to the Highland Park Building 
Fund.  A future dedication ceremony will be planned such that all time 
capsules will be entered and sealed into the two main time capsules. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 The North Carolina Baptist on Mission Disaster Relief team will 
be having a training session in our region on April 24th at Hudson First 
Baptist Church.  There will be training in the following disciplines: 
 

     Administration Maintenance  Safety 
     Assessment  Feeding  Shower/Laundry 
     Chaplaincy  Logistics  Communications/IT 
     Child Care  Recovery  Medical Reserve Corp 
 

 Many of these trainings will take place virtually on Thursday 
night, April 22nd, however several of the trainings will include both the 
virtual training on Thursday night and a “hands on” training at 8:00 am 
Saturday morning, April 24th, at Hudson First Baptist Church.  This 
“hands on” training will include lunch and should conclude around 12:00 
that afternoon.  If you are interested in being trained, please contact 
baptistonmission.org to get full details and to register for the training. 

 For the next few weeks, we will be adding an 
additional worship service on Sunday mornings for 
those of you who have requested a service where 
masks must be worn the entire time, and strict COVID-
19 protocols are observed.  We invite you to join us at 
9:45 am in our Family Life Center.  The other three 
services will continue to be held in the Sanctuary at 
their usual times (8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 am). 


