
 
 
 
 

Born August 9, 1788 in Malden, Massachusetts, into the family of a Congregationalist minister, was a baby 
named Adoniram Judson.  By the age of ten he was fluent in English, Greek and Latin, and later graduated from 
Rhode Island Collage at the top of his class.  During his college years, Adoniram began questing everything about 
God that he had been taught throughout his life.  One of his close friends, Jacob 
Eames, persuaded him to accept deistic beliefs and to reject Christianity.  Announc-
ing his departure from Christianity was devastating to his parents.   

Following his college years, Adoniram went to New York to pursue a career 
as a playwright.  It was there that his life would be changed forever.  The following 
paragraph is taken from the book “To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Jud-
son” by Courtney Anderson: 

 “But though the night was still, he could not sleep.  In the next room 
beyond the partition he could hear sounds, not very loud: footsteps coming 
and going; a board creaking; low voices; a groan or a gasp.  These did not 
disturb him unduly—not even the realization that a man might be dying.  
Death was commonplace in Adoniram’s New England.  It might be anyone at 
any age.  What disturbed him was the thought that the man in the next 
room might not be prepared for death.  Was he himself?  There was a terror 
in these fantastically unwinding ideas.  But as they presented themselves, another part of himself 
jeered.  Midnight fancies, that part said scornfully.  What a skin-deep thing this free thinking phi-
losophy of Adoniram Judson, valedictorian, scholar, teacher, ambitious man must be!  What would 
the classmates at Brown say to these terrors of night, who thought of him as bold in thought.  
Above all what would his friend, Jacob Eames, say—Eames, the clear-headed, skeptical, witty, tal-
ent?  He imagined Eames laughter and felt shame.  When Adoniram woke, the sun was streaming 
in at the window.  His apprehensions had vanished with the darkness.  He could hardly believe he 
had given in to such weakness.  He dressed quickly and ran down stairs, looking for the innkeeper.  
He found his host, asked for the bill and perhaps noticing the man somber-faced, asked causally 
whether the young man in the next room was better.  He is dead, was the answer…Did you know 
who he was?  Oh yes said the innkeeper, He was a young man from the college in Providence, his 
name was Jacob Eames.”   
 

 

 Greetings Highland Park Family!  
Sunday School attendance for the month of 
September was down compared to previous 
months.  Our total attendance for the month 
of September was 794. 
 
  9/5 181 
  9/12 228 
  9/19 200 
  9/26 185   
 

 I would like to thank Karen Cox for 
what a blessing she has been to our Sunday 
School classes and for all of her hard work.  
Karen, you will surely be missed! 
    
   God Bless You! 
   Dean 
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Sunday School News 

By Dean Combs, Sunday School Director 
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Our Appalachian Backpack Ministry is 
now underway!  Pick up a backpack from 
the foyer of the sanctuary or the hallway 
of the Educational Building, fill it with the 
required items, and return it on our 
Backpack Dedication Day, Sunday, Octo-
ber 31st.  Thank you for supporting this 
ministry! 

APPALACHIAN BACKPACK MINISTRY  

NOW UNDERWAY! 

Continued on p. 2 

By Kelsey Mathis, Children’s Director 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Fun on The  

Farm! 

 
 

 

 We would like to invite everyone for a night of fun at The 
Farm on Wednesday, October 6th from 4:00-8:30.  Pumpkin field, 
corn maze, bounce houses and food are just a few of the things you 
will enjoy while we are there!! Entrance for kids and youth will be 
covered by the church and all others are $9.00 a person. If you plan 
to attend, please email Kelsey Mathis at kelseykmathis@gmail.com to 
let her know how many in your family will attend! Address for The 
Farm is: 769 Bray Ford Road, Dobson, NC. 
 
      Saved by Grace, 
      Kelsey 

Children’s Ministry News 

American Missionary   Adoniram Judson 

By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor 

mailto:kelseykmathis@gmail.com
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1  Krista Cox 
 Rick Marion 

2  Ken Cox  
  Carson Hill 
3  Deanna Henderson 
  Dianne Key Emlinger 
4  Jan Whitaker 
5  Cody Cook 
  Jaime Edwards 
7  Glenn Boyd 
  Maria Irwin 

 Karen Pruitt 
9  Kait Silva 

 Declan Weddle 
 Donnie Wilson 

10  Jessica Cooper 
11  Asher Bowers 

 Mary Lynn Sawyers 
  Vicky Williams 
13  Sherry Moore 
  Lakien Vernon 
15  Essie Burroughs 
16  Blake Shupe 
17  Allen Creed 
  Haley Parsons 
18  David Holder (not Joey                  

     Holder’s son) 
 Brenda Miller 

19  Alexis Atkins 
 Sam Boles 

20  Thomas Hill 
21  Isaiah Puckett 
22  Sandra Collins 
  Tinsley Burcham 
23  Norma Hunter 
  Julie Parsons 
  Jane Utt 
24  Audra Chilton 

 Mack Collins 
  Ann Cruise 
25  Sally Galyean 
  Leannah Hudson (Love) 

 Tanner Joyce 
 Hazel Wilkins 

26     John Pfotenhauer 
         Brian Tyndall 
27  Greg O’Neal 

 Caiden Soots 
29  Joshua Tate 
30   Mae Minor 

 Daniel Tate 
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 I love Matthew’s account of the night the disciples got into a boat to 
cross the Sea of Galilee.  Matthew’s gospel, chapter 14: 25-31, describes how 
the boat the disciples were in was being tossed about because of the strong 
wind and waves.  
 Suddenly, the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water and they were 
terrified!  When Jesus identified Himself, old Peter said “Lord, if it’s you tell 
me to come to you on the water.”   Jesus told him to come, so Peter 
proceeded to get out of the boat, and verse 29 says he actually walked on the 
water—until...“he saw the wind,” and began to sink!  Verse 31 says that 
immediately Jesus reached out His hand and caught him.  “You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?”   
 Peter had enough faith to climb over the boat and step onto the 
water, and that took a lot of faith in my book.  So what happened?  It says, 
“he saw the wind.”  In other words, he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on 
his surroundings instead.   
 I think the same thing happens to us as we navigate this world.  We 
are going along just fine, but the world and its problems distract us, and 
when we lose our focus on Jesus we begin to sink.  The good news here is 
when Peter cried out to Jesus saying, “Lord save me!”, Jesus Immediately 
reached out His hand and caught him.  Isn’t that a great picture of our loving 
God and His understanding and forgiveness when we cry out after sinking 
because we have looked away!  
 Lamentations 3:22-23:  “His mercies are new every morning; great is 
Thy faithfulness.”    
     Trusting His Promises, 
     Steve 

WMU News 

OCTOBER 
Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
It’s finally October, which means Halloween is quickly approaching.  Whether you’re walking through a store or trying to 

find something to watch on television, this time of the year we are surrounded by frightening and disturbing images.  I point this 
out, not to advocate whether or not Christians ought to participate in this popular holiday, but to get us to think about the wider 
topic of fear itself. 
 We are all afraid of something.  Some of our fears are misplaced or greatly exaggerated.  
Some of us have learned to cope with, or at least hide, our fears from others; while some are 
nearly crippled by their fears.  Regardless of what your relationship with fear is like, I think we 
would all do well to be reminded of some important truths regarding the fears in our lives. 
 First, while fear seems like a negative emotion, one we would rather not experience, it’s 
actually a blessing that greatly benefits us. Contrary to what we often think and hear, not all fear 
is bad.  A healthy fear of heights ensures that I’ll be careful and pay attention when I’m hanging 
Christmas lights later this year.  A healthy fear of growing older prompts me to exercise and at 
least attempt to eat better.  And let us not forget that a healthy fear of God encourages us to live 
well, knowing that we’ll all have to give an account before God one day.  In the end, fear helps us 
avoid what is negative and pursue what we ought. 
 The second truth regarding fear that we should remember is that, while fear is a valuable tool that keeps us from danger 
and propels us toward the things we ought to do, it should never overshadow our lives. I have, unfortunately, spoken with many 
people who have allowed fear to consume large portions of their lives.  Some fear their children moving off to college; while oth-
ers fear a recent diagnosis, or a marriage that’s falling apart.  While these fears are understandable, we should not allow them to 
overpower us. 

I know it is easier said than done, but we should understand that when our fear begins to dominate our thoughts and 
emotions, it’s usually an indication that we are not resting on what is true.  Fear tempts us to focus on our emotions and lure us 
into worst-case scenarios. Even if our fears seem very realistic and justified, we often forget to remember the fact that God is 
always present in the lives of His children.  It’s His presence and His promises that should ground us in peace while we’re in the 
midst of fearful circumstances. 

So this Halloween season, I encourage you to view all the fearful decorations and images as a reminder that the fears of 
this world often seem very real and frightening, but our God is an ever present help and comfort! 

 
                        In Christ, 
           Jim  

By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor 

 
 

That night changed Adoniram’s life forever.  He rededicated his life to Christ and became the first American Missionary to 
serve on the mission field.  On February 19, 1812, he and his wife Ann sailed for India and on to Rangoon Burma where he 
suffered from tropical disease and experienced the loss of a child.  He labored in Burma for six years before he saw his first con-
vert.  When war broke out between the British and the Burmese, since Adoniram was white, he was put in prison for two years.  
In 1826, his wife Ann died.  In 1827, his second daughter, Maria, died.  The conditions on the mission field were so difficult that 
after remarrying a few years later his second wife, Sara, died.  The hardships, tragedy and lack of people coming to Christ seemed 
to be more than he could handle, so Adoniram went into deep depression.   

Eventually Adoniram went out into the jungle, and for 40 days, fasted and prayed and returned a new man.  He was quot-
ed as saying, “There is no success without sacrifice. If you succeed without sacrifice it is because someone has suffered before 
you. If you sacrifice without success it is because someone will succeed after.”  In 1823, he had two hundred and seventeen pro-
fessions of faith and hundreds of baptisms.  He translated the Bible into the language of the Burmese people and wrote the 
standard Burmese Dictionary. He began a school for the Burmese children, and preached the life-changing message of Jesus 
Christ for the remainder of his life.  He died in 1850 and was buried at sea.  Adoniram Judson, experiencing all of the problems 
and difficulties of missionary life said, “there has never been a time that God was not faithful to provide.” 

 
          Blessings, 
          Pastor Darrell 

 

 Because of the pandemic, our WMU did not meet for fourteen 
months so the group has been busy starting or continuing mission and minis-
try projects.  In September, WMU provided desserts for the NC Mission Rally, 
collected and distributed school supplies, agreed to send birthday cards to 
four police personnel during the year, supplied staple food items to Yokefel-
low Christian Ministries, and gave prayer quilts to seven members who had 
surgery.  
 The emphasis for October is World Hunger, and the entire church is 
invited and encouraged to give generously to World Hunger by using the en-
velope system or a check, each designated for World Hunger.  
 Southern Baptists started the ministry in 1974, and it is now a joint 

ministry of the IMB (International Mission Board) and the NAMB (North 

American Mission Board).  

     Anchored in Christ, 
     Gail 

American Missionary  Adoniram Judson Continued  from  p. 1 

By Gail Josey, WMU Director 

The Facts of Fear 

Peter Saw the Wind 

By Steve Fussell, Deacon Chairman 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control…”    

Galatians 5:22-23                               
All is well in the Student Youth Ministries Department!  Students have been enjoying learning about the Fruit of the Spirit in 

Sunday School.  They especially enjoyed the hands-on application Jamie provided.  She began the day with offering “fruit” filled muffins, 
“fruity” candy, delicious “fruit” kabobs, and ended with a friendly game of tug of war to show how we deal with the tug of living by the 
spirit and the tug of the flesh.  

Wednesday night lessons have elaborated on the subject of sin and learning ways to combat the evil desires of our flesh. 
Sunday nights have been filled with Socialization, Studying, and Service.  We loved partaking in ice cream sundaes, eating a great 

meal together at the Plaza Del Sol, learning more about the fruit of the spirit, playing board games, volleyball, and ping pong, sending 
cards and care packages to our college students, and creating prayer cards for healthcare workers at the hospital.  We are staying quite 
busy! 

May the photos brighten your day!  
  In His Grip, 
             Ann Riggs 
 
 

YOUTH STUDENT mINISTRIES 

By Ann Riggs, Youth Leader 
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