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 Philippians 2:5-11 has been called by 
many the centerpiece of the New Testament. It is 
the ultimate example of how we are to live.  
Many Bible scholars insist that when the Apostle 
Paul was writing this section of scripture, that 
verses 6 and following were not Paul’s words at 
all, but he was actually quoting an ancient hymn 
called the Carmen Christi—Latin for the song of 
Christ.  
 Eugene Peterson in The Message renders 
the passage this way, “Think of yourselves the 
way Christ Jesus thought of Himself. He had 
equal status with God but didn't think so much of 
Himself that He had to cling to the advantages of 
that status no matter what. Not at all. When the 
time came, He set aside the privileges of deity 
and took on the status of a slave, became 
human! Having become human, He stayed 
human. It was an incredibly humbling process. 
He didn't claim special privileges. Instead, He 
lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a 
selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of 
death at that—a crucifixion.  Because of that 
obedience, God lifted Him high and honored Him 
far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all 
created beings in heaven and on earth—even 
those long ago dead and buried—will bow in 
worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in 
praise that He is the Master of all, to the glorious 
honor of God the Father.” 
 A few years ago a group of salesmen went 
to a regional sales convention in Chicago. They 
had assured their wives that they would be home 
in plenty of time for Friday night's dinner. In their 
rush, with tickets and briefcases, one of these 
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The Ladies Bible Study Group, led by Eloise Branch, will begin an exciting new study 

on End Times beginning the first Tuesday in June! 

 

This study will cover topics such as current events as they relate to end times, 

Bible prophecy, apostasy, the signs leading up to the rapture that Jesus gave us  

in Matthew 24 & 25 & many more! 

 

All ladies are invited to join us each Tuesday from 9:30 - 11:00 am in  

Eloise Branch’s Sunday School Classroom.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity 

to discover for yourself how God is moving and working in our world today! 

Are You Jesus? 
By Dr. Darrell Tate, Senior Pastor 

Continued on p. 2 

salesmen inadvertently kicked over a table which 
held a display of apples. Apples flew everywhere. 
Without stopping or looking back, they all 
managed to reach the plane in time for their 
nearly missed boarding.  ALL BUT ONE! He 
paused, took a deep breath, got in touch with his 
feelings, and experienced a twinge of 
compassion for the girl whose apple stand had 
been overturned. He told his buddies to go on 
without him, waved good-bye, told one of them 
to call his wife when they arrived at their home 
destination and explain his taking a later flight. 
Then he returned to the terminal where the 
apples were all over the terminal floor.  He was 
glad he did.  The 16-year-old girl was totally 
blind! She was softly crying, tears running down 
her cheeks in frustration, and at the same time 
helplessly groping for her spilled produce as the 
crowd swirled about her, no one stopping and no 
one to care for her plight.  The salesman knelt on 
the floor with her, gathered up the apples, put 
them back on the table and helped organize her 
display. As he did this, he noticed that many of 
them had become battered and bruised; these 
he set aside in another basket. When he had 
finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to the 
girl, "Here, please take this $40 for the damage 
we did.  Are you okay?" She nodded through her 
tears. He continued on with, "I hope we didn't 
spoil your day too badly." As the salesman 
started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl 
called out to him, "Mister...." He paused and 
turned to look back into those blind eyes. She 
continued, "Are you Jesus?"  He stopped in mid-
stride, and he wondered. Then slowly he made 
his way to catch the later flight with that 
question burning and bouncing about in his soul: 
"Are you Jesus?"  Do people mistake you for 
Jesus?  That's our destiny, is it not? To be so 
much like Jesus that people cannot tell the  
 

Page 6 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Continued from p. 1 
 

difference as we live and interact with a world that is 
blind to His love, life and grace.  If we claim to know 
Him, we should live, walk and act as He would.  
Knowing Him is more than simply quoting Scripture and 
going to church. It's actually living the Word as life 
unfolds day to day. We are the apple of His eye even 
though we, too, have been bruised by a fall. Christ 
stopped what He was doing and picked you and me up 
on a hill called Calvary and paid in full for our damaged 
fruit. Now, go be Jesus to someone! 
       
     God Bless, 
     Pastor Darrell 

By Steve Fussell, Deacon Chairman 
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 Many people (especially men) do not like to read the directions when 
building or putting something together.  We will inevitably end up with a few 
extra screws or parts with no home.  We tend to think we know how things 
should go together, but at times it simply does not turn out as we expected.  
The same is true in life sometimes.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.”  Verse 7 goes on to 
say, “Do not be wise in your own eyes.”  God has given us the directions.  In 
the Bible, God gives us examples, instructions and encouragement for living in 
this world and a glimpse into our eternal future.  As the scriptures point out, 
our response should be to follow God’s directions even when we don’t 
understand all the details.  A little thing called faith.  He will not lead us down 
the wrong path.  Trust Him! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Donations to the Bell Memorial may be made without the 

purchase of a time capsule.  Make checks payable to Highland 

Park Baptist Church with a notation of “Bell Memorial.” 

$2,950.00 received to-date, goal is $15,000. 

The Bell Memorial is an Eagle Scout Project being performed 

by Eagle Scout candidate NOLAN HAYNES, Troop 595, 

Dogwood District, Old Hickory Council. 

There are several words of wisdom that I re-
member my parents repeating to my siblings and I 
throughout our childhood. “If you can’t say something 
nice don’t say anything at all,” my mother would say 
after my brother had teased my sister. “If something is 
worth doing, it’s worth doing right,” my father would 
remind us after we had cut corners on a particular task 
we had been entrusted with.  
 But one that we heard perhaps more than any 
other was, “The truth will set you free.” This was often 
repeated when my parents were trying to get to the 
bottom of a particular dispute or when they were trying 
to encourage us to fess up to something that we had 
done. This quote is actually from Jesus who instructed 
his disciples that if they kept his words then they would 
know the truth and the truth would set them free from 
sin. 

 

By Rev. Jim Richland, Associate Pastor 

I mention this because my parents, just like 
many of us, recognize the importance of truth in our 
lives. Truth is liberating, refreshing and brings healing to 
our lives and relationships. Unfortunately, the truth is 
also incredibly scary.  For many of us, we fear that if we 
revealed the truth about who we really are to people 
and what we really struggle with then those around us 
would condemn us. So instead of experiencing the 
liberation and freedom that truth brings; we all go 
through life...a mass of people hurting and struggling 
alone. 
 While church ought to be a place where people 
feel safe to open up about these hurts and struggles, 
that’s sadly not how most people feel. That’s why we’re 
offering a Celebrate Recovery. Every Wednesday night, 
starting on May 5th, we’re offering a group setting that 
is 100% confidential and anonymous. What’s shared in 
this group stays in this group. This is not just for those 
who are dealing with addictions and other such 
problems, but those who just need help embracing 
forgiveness or grief. People will partner together with 
others who are doing the hard work of embracing truth 
and receiving healing. 
 The words of my parents are as true today as 
they were when Christ first uttered them, “The truth 
will set you free.” I hope that you will stop avoiding and 
making excuses for the struggles you’re facing. Come 
partner with brothers and sisters in Christ who aren’t 
perfect, but are supporting one another as we run this 
race God has set before us. 

 

Reading the Directions 

The Highland Park Family Time Capsules sales will be used to 
fund the building of the Highland Park Bell Memorial.  The cost of each 
capsule is $75.00.  There are 200 individual time capsules available for 
sale.  All excess money will be donated to the Highland Park Building 
Fund.  A future dedication ceremony will be planned such that all time 
capsules will be entered and sealed into the two main time capsules. 
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Our VBS is coming up June 6-10! 

More details to come soon! 


